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PROPOSAL TOSUPPRESSTHE GENERICNAME" POLY-
TOMURUS" HAWLEAND CORDA, 1847, AND TO PLACE
THE GENERIC NAME " DIONIDE " BARRANDE, 1847

(CLASS TRILOBITA) ON THE "OFFICIAL LIST OF
GENERIC NAMESIN ZOOLOGY"

By H. B. \VHITTINGTON, D.Sc.

{Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University, Cambridge,

Massachu^ietts, U.S.A.)

(Commission's reference Z.N.(S.)605)

1. The generic name Dionide Barrande, 1817 (:391) was proposed to replace

Dione Barraiulc, 1846 (:32), a junior homonym of Dione Hiibner, 1819 (:31).

The type species, bv monotvpv, of Dionide Barrande is Dione for mosa Barrande.

1846 (:33).

2. The generic name Folylomurus Hawle and Cordu, 1847 (:152-153, or

:36-37) was also proposed by these authors as a replacement of Diom Barrande.
1846.

3. Dionide Barrande, 1847, and Polytomurus Hawle and Corda, 1847, are

therefore objective synonyms. It would require knowledge of the exact date

of publication of these two papers to establish which is the senior name, and
such knowledge does not seem to be obtainable :

—

(a) The Neues Jahrbuch for 1847 was issued iii hcven parts. Dr. R.
Richter, Frankfurt-am-Main, Germany, has kindly made a search

for a record of the dates of issue of these parts. No hbrary in Germany
Ijas the covers of these parts with the dates preserved, no catalogue

contains the information, and the publishers of the Neues Jahrbuch,

E. Schwarzerbeit of Stuttgart, have no means of establishing the

date. The seven parts begin with pages 1, 129, 257, 385, 513, 64L
769 respectively. They were issued at intervals of about two months,
so that part IV, containing Barrande's article, was issued about

1st July, 1847.

(6) Hawle and C'orda's work (1847) was issued in a serial publication

and also distributed as a se])arate volume. I have not been able

to find a volume of the serial publication bearing the date of issue

of the part in question. The copy of Hawle and Corda's work in

the Geological Survey and Museum, London, is marked as having
been received on 19th August, 1847. The work was reviewed in

Neues Jahrbuch (1847 : 753-757), and this review, as paragraph 3 (a)

indicates, was pubhshed about 1st September, 1847.

4. Barrande (1852 : 640-642) was the first author to deal with the two
names, and, in describing more fully the genus Dionide and the type species,

he placed Polytomurus Hawle and Corda, 1847, in the synonomy of Dionide.

Authors since that date have followed Barrande, and I am not aware of any
subsequent use of the name Polytomurus to replace Dionide. The family
name dioxididae has been proposed and widely accepted.
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5. In view of these facts, I ask that the International Commission on

Zoological Nomenclature should :

—

(rt) use its plenary powers to suppress the generic name Polytomurus

Hawle and Corda, 1847, for the purposes of the Law of Priority

but not for those of the Law of Homonymy
;

(b) place the name Dionide Barrande, 1847 (gender of generic name :

feminine) (type species, by monotypy : Diane formosa Barrande,

1846) on the Offidul List of Generic Names in Zoology :

(c) place the under-mentioned generic names on tlie Official Index of

Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in, Zoology :
—

(i) Dione Barrande, 1846 (jvmior homonym of Dione Hiibner,

[1819])

;

(ii) Polytomurus Hawle and Corda, 1847, as proposed, under (a)

above, to be suppressed under the plenary poAvers
;

(d) place the trivial name formosa Barrande, 1846 (as published in the

binominal cowbmation Dione formosa) on the Official List of Specific

Trivial Names in Zoology.

6. A decision on the question dealt with in the present apphcation is

urgently required in connection with the preparation of the forthcoming

Treatise on Invertebrate Paleontology, and it is particularly hoped therefore

that it will be possible for the International Commission on Zoological Nomen-
clature to settle this question as quickly as possible.
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